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Jeff Maass

Debone II Superintendent
Moultrie Processing

“To be able to help people
who are less fortunate.”

Valerie Sosa

Lucretia Rivers

Marcel Whitfield

Sanitation Clean-Up Crew
Payroll Evisceration II Hazlehurst Processing
Brazos Processing Moultrie Processing “I' wish for my wife to get
“To be with my family and give “I'wish for everyone near better.”
my kids everything they want for and dear to have a Merry
Christmas.” Christmas.”

Sammy Fields

Specialty II

Moultrie Processing

Kenny Yelverton
Feed Delivery Supervisor
Collins Production Feed Mill

4 )

Tonya Riggins
Evisceration II Supervisor

Henry Mullins
Feed Mill Maintenance

Moultrie Processing
“My wishes are few because I've

“I hope to God that I'm in
good health so | can enjoy
Christmas with my friends
and kids. Then [ will pray to
God that I see many more.”

“That everyone will have a great
holiday and a happy new year.”

been blessed. But [ do wish my

McComb Production o e

. . family, friends, co-workers,
[ wish a Merry Christmas to -

alll” employees, and the entire

Sanderson Farms staff a Merry,
Merry Christmas.”

¥ . B

Brian Timmons

Live Haul

Waco Production

“For everyone to have a safe
and happy holiday season.”

Jeremy Jenkins

1st Shift Cookline
Production

Foods Division

“Would like to wish my family,
friends and co-workers a
Joyous Holiday Season.”

Milton Sandifer
Sanitation Clean-Up Crew
Hazlehurst Processing
“My wish is joy and happiness
to everyone.”

Christmas 2010



First Shift Box Department employees, Foods
Division: Merlon Hobson, Annette Prophet and
Nellie Hunter would like to wish all Sanderson
Farms employees and their families a happy
holiday season.

First Shift Cookline Pack-off Department at Foods Division would
like to wish their families and coworkers peace, joy and happiness
throughout the holiday season. These employees are the workers
who keep the pack-off line going. We appreciate their hard work
and dedication.

W EEm RET
Bl WOATY

"

Foods Division Maintenance Supervisor Robert Conn and Third

Shift Maintenance employees, Earnest Clements, Tyler Conerly, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from
Ricky Guy and Connie Crouther, would like to say: "At the close Barbara Rash and Charles McCray, First Shift
of another year, we pause to wish you a warm and happy Cookline Pack-off Department, Foods Division.
holiday season.”

s PO B il
Foods Division 2nd Shift Fabrication employees Sara Fortenberry,
Keisha Brookins, Carla Levison, Ora Lee, Ina Mingo, Jeanette
Stapleton, Janet Scott, Latonya Williams, Shana Winters and
Supervisor Timothy Nicks would like to wish everyone for
Christmas the gifts of good cheer, good times and good memories
that will last for years to come.

Christmas 2010

Jessie West, Rickey Richardson, Billy Davis, Shvoyea
Mance, Rickey Craft, Ronald Ellzey and Supervisor
Dewayne Woodward, Third Shift Sanitation employees at
Foods Division, would like to wish all Sanderson Farms
employees a Merry Christmas.

29



30

...::arl h

F

Angelic Keys
Evisceration Il

Collins Processing
“Spending time with family.”

Frankie Graham
Supply I

Collins Processing
“While Santa is out making
his rounds, I will be at the
North Pole in a hot tub with
Mrs. Santa.”

Jerry Forest
Debone I

Collins Processing
“Visiting with family.”

Curvis Haynes
Evisceration Il

Collins Processing
“Spending time with my little
girl and the rest of my family
and honoring God on His

Hiceli Hernandez and Karen Mansley

Debone I
Collins Processing

Hiceli - “Cooking tamales and spending time

with my son.”

Karen - “Going to Mom’s and spending time

with my family.”

Latasha Minor

Debone I

Collins Processing
“Making sure my baby gets
everything she wants.”

Lula Echols
Housekeeping II

Collins Processing
“Spending time with family.”

Jermaine Strickland
Debone I

Collins Processing
“Being with my family.”

Juanita Magee
Debone I

Collins Processing
“That’s also my birthday so |
plan to party with my friends.”

Christmas 2010



Keith Peters

Debone I

Collins Processing
“Spending time with family.”

Regina Powell
Marination I

Collins Processing
“Spending time with my
children and my boyfriend
and eating.”

Marination I
Collins Processing
“Spending time with family.”

Senovia Barnes
Personnel

Collins Processing
“Spending all my money on
my daughter.”

Tammye McCloud
Billing Clerk
Collins Processing
“It's a secret!”

Christmas 2010

Shrunda Blackwell
Debone I

Collins Processing

“Eat, eat, eat and spend time
with my children.”

Tedrick Bolton
Cut-up Supervisor Il
Collins Processing
“Shopping for my son.”

Stacy Draughn
Evisceration 1

Collins Processing
“Spending time with family.”

Sophia Richards
Debone Il

Collins Processing
“Buying my children musical
equipment.”

Unjeria Pickens
Debone Il

Collins Processing
“Go to New Orleans to see
my mom.’
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Quarterly Trainee Meeting

— April Taylor

Georgia and North Carolina were required to read the book, 7 Habits of Highly-Effective People

I eadership was the topic for the Quarterly Trainee Meeting. Trainees from Mississippi, Texas

written by Stephen Covey, and through experiential learning activities practiced the seven habits
concepts. The seven habits are:

Be Proactive

Begin with the End in Mind

Put First Things First

Think Win/Win

Seek First to Understand, Then to be Understood
Synergize

Sharpen the Saw

To emphasize the importance of the seven habits, Trainees were introduced to leadership traits that, if
used and become habits, will increase one’s effectiveness.

Mississippi/Louisiana Trainees

Christmas 2010



Georgia Trainees

Texas Trainees

Christmas 2010
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McComb Processing Training

— April Taylor

raining was conducted for all employees at McComb Processing. Topics that were covered in
I the training session were Food Safety, Good Manufacturing Practices, Meat Yield, and Complaint

Procedure/Chain of Command.

aer = |
-

L a T TTTe]

Christmas 2010
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McComb Processing Training

Christmas 2010
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Leading with Vision: The Coach

— Meta Blanshard
I eading with Vision: The Coach teaches the skills of giving clear and precise instructions. Participants were taught the

concepts of how to be an effective Coach by participating in experiential activities. The experiential learning activities are

about how to Coach individuals and cheer on the individuals and the team to accomplish the task at hand. The Coach
explains to each team member the tasks and how to accomplish those tasks. The Coach is the backbone to each team and
gives the stability and support to the team they supervise. The Coach is there to give clear and precise instructions to the team
to get the job done in a timely and orderly fashion. It takes practice to learn the concept of being a great Coach. Leading with
Vision: The Coach gives employees the opportunity to practice the skills learned.

Christmas 2010
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Darren Dunn Farm

— Derin Bonner

y name is Darren Dunn. My family and I live in Sand Hill, Mississippi where we own

and operate a 40 acre farm with two layer houses. [ am married to Danice Dunn, my

wife of 20 years. We have three sons: Devan, Dylan and Drake. Devan attends Jones
Junior College and the twins, Dylan and Drake, attend Clara Elementary. My family loves
farming life and the great outdoors. We love to hunt and fish as well as many other outdoor
activities. We began operating layer houses for Sanderson Farms, Inc. in 2007. We have met a
lot of good people along the way and learned a lot. [ owe a special thanks to my first service
man who taught me everything [ know about chickens and running a layer house. If it had
not been for his patience and guidance throughout the initial learning process, I could not
have made it.

Left to right front row: Dylan and Drake Dunn
Left to right back row: Danice Dunn, Darren Dunn and Alex Anderson, Advanced Trainee

Merry Christmas

Christmas 2010




Our Community

reception to honor the Lt. Governor of the State of /
Mississippi was held at the Sanderson Farms
orporate Office in Laurel, Mississippi.

Employees and the community joined together to welcome
Lt. Governor Phil Bryant to Laurel and to Sanderson Farms.

Christmas 2010
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Peter McKinley

— Ashley Fontenot and Jeff Rodriguze

years, Mr. McKinley has enjoyed a successful relationship with Sanderson Farms, but his

Peter McKinley has been a broiler grower for Sanderson Farms since 1984. For these 26
dealing with them didn'’t start there.

Mr. McKinley originally worked for Sanderson Farms as a Broiler Service Tech. from 1979
till1983. “Sanderson Farms taught me everything [ know about chickens,” said Mr. McKinley.

Since starting his career as a grower Mr. McKinley has retrofitted his houses three times, this
last time seeming to bring him success. He has upgraded from class C houses to class A
houses. “It has its ups and downs, but I enjoy doing the best job I can and it seemed to pay
off.” Mr. McKinley says this last retrofit will hopefully see him to retirement. When asked
what part of the retrofit he thinks will benefit him the most, Mr. McKinley replied “The wind
speed and the Rotem Controllers.”

In his spare time, which according to Mr. McKinley, there isn’t much of, he enjoys working
with his brother in his cattle and crop operation. However, he said he was taught by his
father that to do a good job you must focus all your attention on your job. And with Mr.
McKinley this is true, he can always be found at the farm.

With the help of his wife Martha, sons Peter and Hunter and daughter Elizabeth he has seen
and will hopetully see many more successful year.

Peter McKinley

Christmas 2010
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Radar Hill Farm

— Channing Parker

named it the Radar Hill Farm. The farm is located about four miles south of Ellisville on

Highway 29. Johnny and Pam have been growing broilers for Sanderson Farms since
May 1990 but it all really started back in 1965. Johnny's father, Thomas Everett, built one
broiler house for Sanderson Farms in 1965 and soon added a second house. Johnny helped
his father in the daily chores at the chicken house. Johnny's father was constantly teaching
Johnny everything he knew about broilers. In May 1990, Johnny's father retired and Johnny
began running the farm. Johnny added houses, one or two at a time, until he had a six house
operation. His health caused him to retire and Pam took over the day to day operations of the
farm at the end of 2004. In 2009, the Radar Hill Farm became available and they decided to
buy that farm and allow their youngest son, J. T., to take over the "old home place". J. T. is
the third generation to raise broilers for Sanderson Farms on the original Thomas Everett
farm. The Everett's have always enjoyed raising broilers for Sanderson Farms and they
consider it a very challenging and rewarding occupation.

J ohnny and Pam Everett bought a two year old four house broiler farm in August 2009 and

Johnny and Pam have two children, Jimmy Hill and J. T. Everett, and two precious
grandchildren, Noah Hill (8) and Kaiden Hill (5).

Left to right: Johnny Everett, Pam Everett, J.T. Everett and Channing Parker, Broiler Supervisor

Christmas 2010
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Dreaming of a White Christmas
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2 Retirements

Pictured from left to right are Patricia
Hatten, Evisceration II Supervisor, and
Delia Villegas, past Evisceration Il
employee.

Lewis “Pete” McGee
Foods Division

Foods Division would like to congratulate Lewis “Pete” McGee on his
retirement. In July 1989, Pete started in the Corndog Department as a line
operator and later transferred to the Entrée Department. In June 2008, he
accepted the position of groundskeeper. We would like to thank Pete for
over 20 years of hard work and dedication.

Mr. Pete plans to spend a lot of time hunting, fishing and spending time with
his father and grandchildren.

Delia Villegas
Hammond Processing

Mrs. Delia Villegas has decided to retire after giving Sanderson Farms 16
years of service in the Evisceration Il Department at Hammond Processing.
Mrs. Delia’s future plans are to enjoy tending to her grandchildren and do a
lot of relaxing. Mrs. Delia is loved by many of her coworkers and friends. The
Sanderson Farms family will miss you, but we are so very happy for you to be
enjoying your life doing what you want to do. Thank you for the years you've
served with the company.

Emma Varnado
McComb Processing

McComb Processing recently celebrated the retirement of Emma Varnado. Four

of Mrs. Varnado’s children attended the celebration. Mrs. Varnado worked as a
pre-price employee for ten years. Her job performance and attendance
remained “excellent” for the duration of her employment. Happy Retirement,
Mrs. Emmal!!

Christmas 2010



Retirements

Mattie Armstead, 31 years
Laurel Processing

Mattie worked for Sanderson Farms for 31 years. She worked in several departments and
currently is assigned to housekeeping. Mattie stated that she never thought she would have
worked anywhere for 31 years, which is half of her time on earth.

During the time Mattie has worked in the area of housekeeping it is easy to identify where she is
because she is often heard singing spirituals as she works. The one entitled “Walking In The
Light” she says is her favorite one. Mattie states that she loves to sing and singing makes the day
go by faster and the work doesn’t seem as hard. Mattie wants everybody to know that she
enjoys fishing and spending time with family and friends. Mattie states that she is not a negative
person and that she loves everybody. Mattie also states that she loves working in her church
and will have more time to do things in the church now that she will not be working. Mattie
plans to also enjoy spending time with her nieces and nephews, working in her garden and just
sitting around with other Sanderson retirees talking about the good old times. Mattie said she is
really excited about spending most of her time relaxing and spending more time with her
husband James.

Marcella Leggett, 31 years
Laurel Processing

Marcella Leggett, known as “MAMA” by her fellow employees, is originally from Quitman,
Mississippi. She currently resides in Heidelberg, Mississippi and is the proud mother of four
children: Nikki, Krystal, George and Terri. Marcella states that she really retired so that she
could spend more time with her five grandchildren: Able, Beatrice, Cathy, David and Edric.

As [ looked over Marcella’s personnel file [ was not surprised to see that in the 31 years that she
was employed, she only missed 18 days of work. Marcella had a good work record. She came
to work on a regular basis and performed her duties in an efficient manner. Marcella received

no forms of discipline during her 31 years and maintained a good working relationship with
everyone she came in contact with. Some of the younger employees often relied on her for that
motherly advice, which she was more than happy to give. Marcella states that her Faith in God
has kept her on the right path in life and she thanks Him everyday for allowing her to share the
blessing she has received with others. Marcella states that she plans to spend her well
deserved time resting. She stated that she has been programmed to get up early every day for
the last 31 years and it was going to only take her a few days to realize that she could sleep until
noon if she wanted to, and she does. Marcella stated that she would probably miss everyone
for a little while but she would get over it soon afterwards. She stated that she truly enjoyed
working for such a good company for such a long time.

-

Mattie and her husband, James

Marcella Leggett with Division
Manager Allen “Bubba” Nnnally

/

Johnnie Aricer, 16 years
Laurel Processing

discharge from the military in 1971.

fishing.”

\_

Johnnie began his career at Sanderson Farms in the Maintenance Department. As Master Skilled Level IIl in Maintenance, Johnnie
holds a license in the areas of electrical and refrigeration and was often called upon to do the electrical and refrigeration duties in
the maintenance department. Johnnie earned his Bachelor of Science degree in Math from the University of Southern Mississippi
and is a proud Veteran of the Vietnam era where he served as gunner from 1961 through 1971. Johnnie received an honorable

Johnnie resides in Laurel, Mississippi. He is the father of three children: John, Deena and Corey. Johnnie will be missed by those
of us who had the opportunity to greet him because he always had a word or two to share with anyone who wanted to listen.
Johnnie always had good things to say about his coworkers and states that he enjoyed working here.

Johnnie wanted to leave this message to the people who helped him during his career at Sanderson Farms: “Johnnie’s gone

~

Christmas 2010
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Our Company

Wellness Initiative

Sanderson Farms has implemented a Wellness Initiative designed to increase awareness
of four key health factors. The four key factors are: blood pressure, blood sugar,
cholesterol, and body mass index. Employees will receive a discount on the 2011 Health
Insurance premium if they scored four or lower on their Wellness Screening, or elect to
attend Wellness Classes over the course of 2011.

Having any health factor with score results outside of the normal range places a person at
an increased risk of developing serious health conditions like diabetes or high blood
pressure, and increases the risk of having a stroke or a heart attack.

Beginning in January, Sanderson Farms will offer a one-hour class on Healthy Lifestyle
Choices for English-speaking employees and a one-hour class for our Spanish-speaking
employees. Classes will be held in January, March, May, July, September and November.

Each monthly session will cover topics that will inform employees on healthy lifestyle
choices such as how to reduce cholesterol, blood sugar levels, blood pressure, and
weight through proper diet, exercise and healthy eating habits.

Monthly topics for 2011 are:

Introduction to Healthy Lifestyle Choices

Proper Diet and Nutrition and Healthy Exercise Programs
Lowering Body Mass Index

Understanding your Cholesterol

Understanding Blood Pressure

Understanding Blood Sugar Levels

All employees are welcome to attend the classes; however, if the employee scored five
points or higher on the Wellness Screening, the employee must attend the classes to
receive the Health Insurance premium discount. The date, time and place will be

posted at your location. If you have any questions, please see the Field
Employee Relations Manager.
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Our Company

Laura Blackwell, Corporate Flight Scheduler,
Corporate Office, and Mike Burns were married on
Saturday, September 4, 2010 at a beautiful log
cabin in Beaumont, Mississippi. After their
honeymoon trip to Colorado, the couple are
residing in Laurel, Mississippi with their four
children: Ryan Blackwell, 18; Madisyn Blackwell,
10; Darren Burns, 17; and Shelby Burns, 10.

Congratulations to Carla Terrell,
Personnel Supervisor II, Hammond
Processing, and Christopher Hogan who
were recently engaged. Our best wishes
for this couple.

Christmas 2010

Willie L. Kinchen, a Guardsmark Security Officer at Sanderson Farms,
Hammond Processing, for 10 years was recently honored by Louisiana
Governor Bobby Jindal with the Louisiana Veterans Honor Medal. Willie
served with the United States Army Occupation Troops in Germany and
France from 1945 - 1947 where he witnessed first hand the horrors of the
concentration camps and WWII devastation in Europe.
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Kayson Magee recently celebrated
his third birthday. Pictured with
him is one of his birthday
presents, “Max”. Kayson is the
son of Karen Givens, Sales
Department, McComb Processing.

Benita Landford, 1st Shift Cookline
Production, Foods Division, is the
proud grandmother of Emily Brooke
Langford, two weeks old. Benita is
looking forward to the holiday with
Emily so she can show her lots of
love.

Trinity Hill, 19-month-old
granddaughter of Judy Hill,
Ist Shift Specialty, McComb
Processing.

Sweet Pea Smith, five months old, is the daughter of
proud parents Timothy Butler, 1st Shift Shipping, and
Latoya Butler, 1st Shift Quailty Control, McComb
Processing. Proud grandmother is Valerie Varnado,
1st Shift Housekeeping, and proud Godmother is BJ
Nobles, 1st Shift Nurse, McComb Processing. “She is an Suzan Crizler, Foods Division
angel and we are blessed to have her in our lives.”

Steven Scales, 2nd Shift
Maintenance Mechanic, Foods
Division, is the proud father of
17-year-old Hailey Spears. She is
currently attending Co-Lin Junior
College majoring in Cosmetology.
Her plans are to further her
education at the University of
Mississippi.

Caleb Cox enjoys participating
on the Flowood YMCA soccer
team. He is the grandson of

Nurse.

Dawson Boyd, 4 years old, attends
Bowling Green Academy. He is the
son of Yates Boyd, 1st Shift
Maintenance Mechanic, McComb
Processing.
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Zoey Beth Renee was born on July 11,
2010. She is the daughter of Joseph
Hinkley, Feed Mill Truck Driver, Adel
Production.

Anthony Nathaniel Stiles, son of
Crosby Stiles, Specialty II, Laurel
Processing, and Marvalon Loftin
Stiles, Debone II, Laurel Processing,
was born on March 30, 2010.

Jacqueline Taylor, 1st Shift Housekeeping, McComb
Processing, pictured with her grandchildren, Jessica
Wells, Jalen Wells and Ja Lajah Wells.

Christmas 2010

Dalon Hill, 8-year-old grandson of
Judy Hill, 1st Shift Specialty,
McComb Processing.

Hayes Hinson, left,

3 years old, and Ethan
Hinson, 1 year old, are
the handsome sons of
David and Ava Hinson.
David is a Master Skill
Maintenance Worker who
has been employed at
McComb Processing for
five years.
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The Child Care Center celebrated their Community for Fun Day. Many community leaders and
business owners attended the festivities. The children studied different aspects of community
life, including religions, businesses, sports, medical facilities, fire departments, and community
leadership. The Child Care Center would like to thank everyone who participated!

Ms. Patricia Pope, from Pope’s Tobacco World,
is shown helping India Jefferies, daughter of

Karen Owens, Head Start Teacher, is
shown with Collins Mayor V. O.

Mt. Olive Mayor, Mr. Bob McNair, with Rokeisha Jefferies, Debone, Collins Processing, Smith, who donated school supplies
Monterrion Lee, son of Tammy Keys, Debone, make crafts. Ms. Pat is being assisted by Marta to the school-age children at the
Collins Processing, and Sequio Posey, son of Galvan and Sharon Hammond, Caregivers. All center. Thank gou Mr. V. O. Smith!
Alisha Tanner, Debone, Collins Processing. of the children enjoyed the crafts donated by ’ you, HMr. V- :

Mr. and Mrs. Pope.

Every School-age child received a bag of
school supplies from Owens Construction,
Leroy and Karen Owens. From left to
right are Taja Keys, daughter of Janice
McGowan, Front-line, Collins Processing;

; ; ; Freddie McNair, McNair Farms, and wife
Eric Herrion, son of Shawonne Herrion, L , ’ Dongquerious Feazell, son of Jackaline
Debone, Collins Processing, and Tykevion Barbara, Htg‘h School Girls f?asketball Coach, Crosby, Debone, Collins Processing;
Herrion, son of Tiffany Herrion, Debone, are shown with Kaley l.?enms, granddaughter Diamor,ld Herri(;n daughter of 4
Collins Processing, is shown visiting with DHS of Karen Owens. Freddie and Barbara spoke Chavonne Herrio;l Debone. Collins
Staff Rozie Luckett and Aletha Owens. to the children about getting a good education ’ ’

Processing; and Chiquita Johnson,
daughter of Diane Johnson, Debone,
Collins Processing. Thanks to Leroy and
Karen for the supplies.

and finishing school. Barbara spoke to the
children about sports and working as a team.

Javon Page, son of Margo Page, Debone, -
Susie Pickering from Grand Paradise Water Park Collins Processing, is shown trying out his  Donovan McCann, son of Jervonda Johnson,

brought leis to all of the children. She is shown skills milking the cow furnished by the Debone, Collins Processing, receives a free
presenting a lei to Edrion Kersh, son of Elbany Covington County Extension Service. The Frisbee donated by Iris Raysun from Covington
Kersh, Debone I, Collins Processing. children seemed to be able to get more milk  County Hospital. Ms. Iris is the National

than the staff. Practice makes perfect. Publisher of “In Touch Magazine”.
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Melanie Blackwell, RN from Covington County Hospital (left), talked to
Second Shift School-age children about making nursing a career choice. Left
to right, back row: Nikita McGill, School-age Teacher, with son Ja Owens;
Sydney Duckworth, granddaughter of Jeanette McDonald, Pre-school
Caregiver; Jodavian Barnes, son of Anitra Barnes, Debone, Collins Processing;
Tatiyana Randolph, daughter of Jennifer Payton, Debone, Collins Processing;
Ranesha Magee, daughter of Falesha Magee, Debone, Collins Processing; front
row: Lazarian Hayes, daughter of Damika Hayes, Debone, Collins Processing;
Tybriel Randolph, son of Jennifer Payton, Debone, Collins Processing; Lachansity
Hayes, daughter of Damika Hayes, Debone, Collins Processing; Kendarium
Magee, son of Falesha Magee, Debone, Collins Processing; Jadavian McGill,
son of Candance Doby, Debone, Collins Processing; and Lazavian Hayes, son
of Damika Hayes, Debone, Collins Processing.

Fire Chief John Pope brought the fire engine for the
children to tour and gave each child a fire hat. The
children were excited to pretend to be firemen and

women.

Mrs. Jerry Coleman, EMT from Covington County

Brenda Quick with her granddaughters, Hospital, brought the ambulance for Second Shift
Hannah and Haley Quick, who Toddler II, Pre-school and School-age children to
performed with Theda’s School of tour. Pictured with the children are Tammy Ford,
B Dance and Gymnastics. Good job, Pre-school Teacher, and Jennifer Feazell, Toddler II
reanna Barnes, daughter of Tracey girls! Caregiver.

Duckworth, Debone, Collins
Processing, enjoyed the music
provided by Tre Polk, son of Cheryl
Sullivan, Pre-School Teacher. The
children’s favorite song that Tre
played was “Jesus Loves Me”.

»

The LA Dancers and LCA Riptides
represented Laura’s Dance and

Dancers Deja Clark of Laura’s Dance, Tumble Center. Performers are, left to
Tumble and Cheer, niece of Sharon right: Cai Pitts, Michael Shelby,
Mclntyre, Toddler II Caregiver; and Haley Marshall Johnson, Hana Pitts, Andrea
Fortenberry of Theda’s Dance Center, Bonds, and front, Natalie Bonds. The
granddaughter of James Fortenberry, Bonds, Pitts and Johnson children are
Collins Processing, performed at the the grandchildren of Child Care
Center. The girls are 4 years old and attend Manager, Glenda Bond.
Head Start at the Child Care Center.

Christmas 2010

The Collins High School cheerleaders and
their sponsor, Ms. Annie Jackson, enjoyed
cheering for the children. All the children
want to be cheerleaders after watching their
performance. Left to right are Ms. Annie
Jackson, Sponsor; Racheal Johnson; Olivia
Brown; Tristan Hall; Justin Sullivan; and
front center, Tessia Flowers.
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A Different Christmas Poem

The embers glowed softly, and in their dim light,
I gazed round the room and I cherished the sight.
My wife was asleep, her head on my chest,

My daughnter beside me, angelic in rest.
Outside the snow fell, a blanket of white,
Transforming the yard to a winter delight.

The sparkling lights in the tree I believe,
Completed the magic that was Christmas Eve.
My eyelids were heavy, my breathing was deep,
Secure and surrounded by love I would sleep.
In perfect contentment, or so it would seem,
So I slumbered, perhaps I started to dream.

The sound wasn't loud, and it wasn't too near,
But I opened my eyes when it tickled my ear.
Perhaps just a cough, I didn't quite know,

Then the sure sound of footsteps outside in the snow.
My soul gave a tremble, I struggled to hear,
And I crept to the door just to see who was near.

Standing out in the cold and the dark of the night,
A lone figure stood, his face weary and tight.
A soldier, I puzzled, some twenty years old,
Perhaps a Marine, huddled here in the cold.
Alone in the dark, he looked up and smiled,
Standing watch over me, and my wife and my child.

“What are you doing?” I asked without fear,
“Come in this moment, it's freezing out here!

Put down your pack, brush the snow from your sleeve,
You should be at home on a cold Christmas Eve!”
For barely a moment I saw his eyes shift,

Away from the cold and the snow blown in drifts.

To the window that danced with a warm fire's light.
Then he sighed and he said “It’s really all right,
I'm out here by choice. I'm here every night.
It's my duty to stand at the front of the line,
That separates you from the darkest of times.

No one had to ask or beg or implore me,
I'm proud to stand here like my fathers before me.
My Gramps died at Pearl on a day in December,”

Then he sighed, “That's a Christmas Gram always remembers.”

My dad stood his watch in the jungles of ‘Nam,”
And now it is my turn and so, here I am.

I've not seen my own son in more than a while,
But my wife sends me pictures, he’s sure got her smile.
Then he bent and he carefully pulled from his bag,
The red, white, and blue... an American flag.

“I can live through the cold and the being alone,
Away from my family, my house and my home.

I can stand at my post through the rain and the sleet,
I can sleep in a foxhole with little to eat.
I can carry the weight of killing another,
Or lay down my life with my sister and brother
Who stand at the front against any and all,
To ensure for all time that this flag will not fall.”

“So go back inside,” he said, “harbor no fright,
Your family is waiting and I'll be all right.”
“But isn't there something I can do, at the least,
Give you money,” I asked, “or prepare you a feast?
It seems all too little for all that you've done,
For being away from your wife and your son.”

Then his eye welled a tear that held no regret,
“Just tell us you love us, and never forget.

To fight for our rights back at home while we're gone,
To stand your own watch, no matter how long.
For when we come home, either standing or dead,
To know you remember we fought and we bled.

Is payment enough, and with that we will trust,
That we mattered to you as you mattered to us.”

- Michael Marks, Author, Poet and Songwriter



